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organization has the power of producing feeling or
thought. To make that proof good it would be
necessary that we should be able to produce an
organism, and try whether it would feel; which we
cannot do; organisms cannot by any human means
be produced, they can only be developed out of a
previous organism. On the other hand, the evidence
is well nigh complete that all thought and feeling has
some action of the bodily organism for its immediate
antecedent or accompaniment; that the specific
variations and especially the different degrees of com-
plication of the nervous and cerebral organization,
correspond to differences in the development of the
mental faculties; and though we have no evidence,
except negative, that the mental consciousness ceases
for ever when the functions of the brain are at an enda
we do know that diseases of the brain disturb the
mental functions and that decay or weakness of the
brain enfeebles them. "We have therefore sufficient
evidence that cerebral action is, if not the cause, at
least, in our present state of existence, a condition
sine qua, non of mental operations ; and that assuming
the mind to be a distinct substance, its separation from
the body would not be, as some have vainly flattered
themselves, a liberation from trammels and restoration
to freedom, but would simply put a stop to its functions
and remand it to unconsciousness, unless and until
some other set of conditions supervenes, capable of re-